
BIRD HOLLOWS
Tree hollows are essential to provide shelter and breeding sites for many native animals. 
Where old hollow trees no longer exist, artificial nesting boxes may induce hollow-using 
mammals and birds to return to an area. Since many of these are insect-eating, this 
encourages the return of natural pest control to revegetation area.

Different Types of Hollows

Animals select hollows according to their own individual needs. Factors such as the size 
and shape of the entrance hole and the interior cavity, as well as the degree of insulation, 
affect how and when a hollow is used. Therefore, a range of hollow sizes and shapes is 
necessary to support a variety of wildlife. Hollows in fallen timber are also very important 
for animals such as echidnas, numbats,chudich and many reptiles. In stream, hollow logs 
may be important to aquatic animals for shelter and egg attachment.

The Role of Nest Boxes

If natural hollows are not available, artificial ones (nest boxes) can be created. They may 
be in suitable bushland or located near a house or other convenient site to encourage 
animals to a place where a careful observer can enjoy watching their behaviour.
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